
NOTICE OF DECISION

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE – 30 JANUARY 2017

LICENSING ACT 2003: ROCK ISLAND (FORMERLY THOMAS A BECKET), 320-322 OLD KENT 
ROAD, LONDON SE1 5UE.

1. Decision

That the application made by Paul Anthony Scarborough for a premises licence to be granted
under the Licensing Act 2003 in respect of the premises known as Rock Island (formerly
Thomas A Becket), 320-322 Old Kent Road, London SE1 5UE is granted as follows:

Licensable activity Hours

Sale and supply of alcohol (on the 
premises)

11:00 to 23:30 Monday to Sunday

Late night refreshment
23:00 to 23:30 Monday to Sunday

Opening hours
11:00 to 00:00 Monday to Sunday

Non standard timings: None

2. Conditions

The operation of the premises under the licence shall be subject to relevant mandatory
conditions, conditions derived from the operation schedule highlighted in Section M of the
application form, the conciliated conditions agreed with the responsible authorities and the
following additional conditions agreed by the sub-committee:

1. That all of the previous management of Thomas A Becket Leisure Investments Limited
namely: Kazi Hasnat Abdul, Abdul Kashim, Abdul Baian, Hatem Yavuz, Mahfuz
Chowdhury, Apeksha Dandekar and Richard Devlin be prohibited from the premises at
all times. The same individuals are prohibited to have any involvement whatsoever in the
running of the premises or be a director or shareholder of Rock Island Food and Leisure
Limited.

2. That should either Rock Island Food and Leisure Limited or Kazi Hasnat Abdul, Abdul
Kashim and Abdul Baian terminate the lease dated 14 December 2016 to the premises
(Ground Floor Thomas A Becket, 320-322 Old Kent Road, SE1 5UE) terminate the lease
before its expiry (in December 2031) by serving a break notice, the  premises licence
holder will surrender the premises licence to the licensing authority on expiry of the
break notice.
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3. That the premises have a maximum accommodation limit of 120 patrons made up of: 85
seated patrons and 15 waiting patrons inside the premises and also, 16 seated patrons
outside the premises.

4. That the garden/outside area will be closed and clear of patrons by 22:30 daily after
which only a maximum of 5 smokers may enter the garden at any one time.  No drinks
are permitted in the garden area after 22:30.

5. That a written dispersal policy is provided to the licensing authority and shall be kept at
the premises and made immediately available for inspection by the police and
authorised council officers.

6. That the premises will install a CCTV system and maintain this system in good working
order, the system will be of evidential quality in all lighting conditions and should be able
to capture a clear facial image of all persons that enter the venue.  All public areas will
be covered including the bar and smoking areas.  All CCTV footage will be kept for a
period of thirty one (31) days and shall, upon request, be made immediately available for
inspection to officers of the police or the council.

7. That there shall be at least one member of staff on duty at all times the premises are in
operation under its licence trained and proficient in the operation of the CCTV system
capable of operating and retrieving footage on request of the police or other authorised
officer.

8. That intoxicating liquor shall not be sold or supplied on the premises otherwise than to
persons taking table meals and for consumption by such persons as an ancillary to their
meal or awaiting to be seated within a designated waiting area with a maximum of 15 at
any time.

9. That all staff concerned in the sale or supply intoxicating liquor undergoes a training
scheme for such duties.  Records of such training will be kept and made available for
inspection, immediately on request by police or other authorised officer.

10. That all incidents of violence and or disorder that result in an injury to another will be
reported to the police as soon as practicable.  The reasoning behind any delayed report
will be recorded in the incident report book.  This report book will be made available for
inspection immediately by any authorised officer from the police or council.

11. That a personal licence holder is on the premises and on duty at all times after 20:00
when intoxicating liquor is supplied.

12. That two SIA registered door supervisors will be engaged when the premises are in
operation.  They will be employed Thurday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday after 20:00
until the end of business and all patrons have vacated the premises.  They will be
engaged to monitor admission and re-admission to the premises, security, protection,
screening, dealing with conflict and ensure that conditions related to the use of the
outside area are adhered to and that the dispersal policy for the premises is
implemented.
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13. That SIA when engaged at the premises will be issued mechanical counting devices to
ensure that the maximum accommodation limit of the premises is not exceeded.

14. That no spirits (alcohol containing more than 20% ABV) shall be sold by the bottle or the
half bottle.

15. That all spirits (alcohol containing more than 20% ABV) shall be sold by the measure of
25ml or 35ml at a maximum of 2 measures per container/glass.

16. That all children on the premises shall be accompanied by a responsible adult.

17. There shall be no entry or re-entry to the premises after 23:00.

18. That there will be no deliveries of stock made to the premises between 22:00 and 08:00
on any day.

3. Reasons

The reasons for the decision are as follows:

The licensing sub-committee heard from the applicant who advised that the would be a
restaurant and he had partnered up with the Rock Island Cyprus and intended to turn the
venue into a premises similar to TGI Friday or Steak House without losing its heritage. The
premises became an asset of community value in 2015 following the revocation of the
previous premises licence.  The previous premises licence holder(s) and the applicant are
unconnected.  A lease had been granted by the freehold owners and as a result, the Rock
Island Cyprus was a separate legal entity and agreed that if the lease to the premises
terminated for whatever reason, the premises licence would be surrendered upon the
termination of the lease.   The applicant was also agreeable to prohibit any of the previous
management to enter the premises or have any involvement in the running of the business.
The premises would have an emphasis on good quality American food that would celebrate
the boxing heritage of the premises.

The licensing sub-committee heard from the Metropolitan Police Service representative who
advised that the operating schedule indicated that whilst the application was for a restaurant,
the premises is subject to a community order and designated an asset of community value
and should remain a public house.  Public houses are permitted to serve food but the
schedule indicates that the venue would solely be for food and alcohol only served as
ancillary to food. Unless the community order is removed and the planning permission
changed then the operation as described would not be allowed under the order. The officer
also referred to Southwark’s statement of licensing policy and highlighted that the proposed
hours fell outside of the closing hours suggested in the statement of licensing policy.  The
representation has suggested conditions that should be in place regardless of terminal hour
and also conditions that should be in place if the terminal hour falls after midnight.

The licensing sub-committee heard from the licensing responsible authority officer who
referred to issues that led to the revocation of the previous premises licence (to Thomas A
Beckett).  The officer sought assurances that the previous licensees or management or have
any control over the premises and/or the licensable activities that may take place at the
premises. The officer also recommended that the closing time be brought into line with
Southwark statement of licensing policy.
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The officer for licensing as a responsible authority called the Chair of the Walworth Society 
who advised the sub-committee that the premises became an asset of community value in 
June 2015 as residents were concerned with that the premises would be sold, and would lose 
a further licensed premises in the area.  The applicant felt assured that the crime and disorder 
and public nuisance previously associate to the premises would not re-occur and was pleased 
with the proposals to bring back the asset into the community’s usage. 

The licensing sub-committee heard from the environmental protection officer who advised that 
the hours applied for exceeded the recommended hours for a restaurant or pubic house
within the Southwark statement of licensing policy.  The premises were structurally connected 
to residential premises and that the proposed conditions to prevent public nuisance did not 
address the officer’s concerns who sought a terminal hour of 23:00.

The licensing sub-committee heard from the public health authority officer who advised that 
that the increased hours of alcohol sales, such as those detailed in the application are 
associated with increased alcohol consumption, alcohol related injuries and alcohol related 
harm.  Public health sought an earlier end time in regards to the sale of alcohol and that they 
are brought in line with Southwark’s statement of licensing policy.

The licensing sub-committee noted the representations from other persons who were not 
present.

The licensing sub-committee considered all of the oral and written representations before it 
and were of the opinion and recognised that the premises had been unused since the licence 
revocation in 2014.  A significant period of time had passed and the local community could be 
satisfied that the crime and disorder previously associated with the premises would not occur 
again.

The premises would be run by totally new management who were agreeable to prohibit any of 
the previous management entering the premises or being involved in the running of the 
business.  Rock Island has demonstrated that they are committed to taking advantage of the 
heritage and bringing the premises back into the community.  With the strict conditions 
imposed, this licensing sub-committee are satisfied that a premises licence should be granted 
and that Rock Island can make a success of its venture. 

In reaching this decision the sub-committee had regard to all the relevant considerations and
the four licensing objectives and considered that this decision was appropriate and 
proportionate.

4. Appeal rights

The applicant may appeal against any decision:

a) To impose conditions on the licence
b) To exclude a licensable activity or refuse to specify a person as premises supervisor.

Any person who made relevant representations in relation to the application who desire to 
contend that:

a) The  licence ought not to be been granted; or
b) That on granting the licence, the licensing authority ought to have imposed different or

additional conditions to the licence, or ought to have modified them in a different way

may appeal against the decision.
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Any appeal must be made to the Magistrates’ Court for the area in which the premises are 
situated. Any appeal must be commenced by notice of appeal given by the appellant to the 
justices’ clerk for the Magistrates’ Court within the period of 21 days beginning with the day on 
which the appellant was notified by the licensing authority of the decision appealed against.

Issued by the Constitutional Team on behalf of the Director of Law and Democracy.

Date: 30 January 2017
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